
Dear Parents/Carers, 

To begin with I’d like to wish 
you all a very warm welcome  
back. I hope that all of our 
families had a well earned 
rest and enjoyable holiday. 

Working at the school for the 
next three weeks, are Anjali 
and Adrijaa from the Key Ed-
ucation Foundation, Banga-
lore.  KEF are an NGO work-
ing to develop early years 
teaching in  Government 
schools in their region, devel-
oping the curriculum and 
supporting local teachers. 
These are schools for chil-
dren from extremely disad-
vantaged backgrounds, mov-
ing to a play based model ra-
ther than a traditional Victo-
rian system of teaching. I was 
fortunate to go out   to India 
last summer with the Helga 
Todd Foundation, a charity 
focused on improving teach-
ing across developing coun-
tries, and see some of the  

fantastic work they are doing. 
Please say hello and give 
them a warm welcome if you 
see them. 

On Wednesday, some of our 
Year 5 children took part in 
the St Albans 6-aside tourna-
ment at Wheatfields School. 
We were placed in a very 
tough group but the children 
performed well against some 
much larger schools, with 
Fleetville going through to 
the next stages. Well played 
to all of the team. 

The climbing boulder works 
have begun over the Easter 
holiday, with the area cur-
rently partitioned off await-
ing completion. We are hop-
ing that it will be completed 
in the next few weeks, ready 
for the children to enjoy.  

The mud kitchen and water 
trays are now in the play-
ground. If you have any spare 
containers, funnels or  old  

pots and pans you don’t want 
or use, please send them in. 
We will make use of them.  

Good luck to the Swmming 
Team on Saturday taking part 
in the St Albans School’s Gala 
at Herts Sports Village. It 
should be an enjoyable event. 

It looks like the weather is go-
ing to get up to the mid-20s 
next week.  The children will 
be outside so please put sun 
cream on them and remember 
to pack a hat. I don’t mind 
children wearing sunglasses, 
however please don’t send 
them in expensive pairs as 
they are the type of thing that 
gets easily damaged or bro-
ken.  

And finally, there are a couple 
of Dojo messages to look out 
for about  PE kits and “No 
mow May”. 

Have a great weekend! 

Keith Smithard 
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https://www.keyeducationfoundation.org/
https://www.keyeducationfoundation.org/
https://helgatoddfoundation.org/
https://helgatoddfoundation.org/


Dates for your diary  

 

Saturday 26th April—St Albans Primary Schools Swimming Gala (Y6) 

 

Monday 28th April—’Open the book’ Whole School Assembly  

 

Monday 28th April—Y2 Lego League first session (runs weekly until end of term) 

 

Monday 28th April—Friday 2nd May April—Y6 Mock SATS Week 

 

Monday 5th May—May Day Bank Holiday—School Closed 

 

Saturday 10th May—Y6 Girls Football Tournament at St Columba’s 

 

Monday 12th to Friday 26th May—Y6 SATS Week 

 

Monday 19th to Friday 23rd May—Y6 Residential to Manor Adventure 

 

Wednesday 21st May —Y4 Mini Tennis Event @ Batchwood 

 

Friday 23rd May—Y3 Sharing Assembly 2.30pm  

 

Monday 26th to Friday 30th May—Half Term School Closed 

 

Saturday 5th July—75th Anniversary  Fete  

 

Friday 11th July—Sports Day (Timings TBC) 

 

 

 

 

 



ALSA Notices 

Deadline looming! 

Tales of Aboyne Book  

Want to help commemorate 75 years of Aboyne Lodge by sharing a short story or poem about your 

time at the school? 

Past or present teachers, students or parents can submit up to 250 words in either story or poem for-

mat, ideally along with a sketch, illustration or photo. And help spread the word by telling members of 

the community! 

Email your submission to the school office  ASAP. Typed out submissions preferable although we will 

accept hand-written. 

Other forthcoming dates for your diaries: 

Bake sales 

Y2 bake sale – 2 May 

Y1 bake sale – 6 June 

YR bake sale – 4 July 

 

Grow a pound 

 

 

 

 

 


